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Environment before man 

Before the existence of human beings, the earth was way different with what it 
is today. It was greener, cleaner, unspoiled, un-manipulated,  
 
Impacts of humans on the environment 

 Irrigation: the changes in quantity and 
quality of soil and water. 

 The increasing world population is putting 
pressure on natural resources. 

 The impact of fishing that can be divided 
into issues that involve the availability of 
fish to be caught, such as overfishing, 
sustainable fisheries, and fisheries 
management, and issues that involve the 
impact of fishing on other elements of the 
environment, such as by-catch1. 

 Fossil fuels like oil and gas are running out. 
 We are destroying wildlife habitats. 
 We have cut down enormous areas of 

rainforest. 
 This has led to the extinction of many 

species of animals and plants. 
 We have built millions of roads and other 

fast-transport paths through the air, water, 
etc. such as shipping and aviation. 

 And wars that caused a far greater 
devastation on the environment. 

 

                                                           
1 Bycatch, in the fishing industry, is a fish or other marine species that is caught unintentionally while catching 
certain target species and target sizes of fish, crabs etc. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bycatch) 
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Solutions to environment problems 

 Governments could introduce laws to 
restrict emissions from factories and 
vehicles for air pollution and global 
warming problems. 

 They should invest in renewable energy 
from solar, wind or water power. 

 They could impose “green taxes1” on 
drivers and airlines companies. 

 NGO2s and government campaigns should 
promote recycling. 

 Natural areas and wild animals should be protected. 
 Individuals should also try to be greener. 

 We should take fewer flights abroad for holidays. 
 We should take public transport rather than driving. 
 We should choose products with less packaging. 
 We should recycle as much as possible. 

 

 

                                                           
1 Green taxes (also called "environmental taxes" or "pollution taxes") are excise taxes on environmental 
pollutants or on goods whose use produces such pollutants. (taxpolicycenter.org) 
2 A non-governmental organization (NGO) is an organization that is neither a part of a government nor a 
conventional for-profit business. Usually set up by ordinary citizens, NGOs may be funded by governments, 
foundations, businesses, or private persons. (en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Non-governmental_organization) 
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