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IELTS Writing Task 2 Sample 114 

WRITNG TASK 2 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.  

Write about the following topic: 

Some people think that universities should provide graduates with the knowledge and 
skills needed in the workplace. Others think that the true function of a university 
should be to give access to knowledge for its own sake, regardless of whether the 
course is useful to an employer. What, in your opinion, should be the main function of 
a university? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own knowledge or 
experience.  

You should write at least 250 words. 

Throughout the world, universities play a key role in determining the way their candidates 

think, and how they are going to proceed in their lives after graduation. Some universities 
give students knowledge which serves its own sake. However, It's agreed that the role of 

the university is to provide its graduates with knowledge and skills they need in their 
future. This will be proven by looking at the advantages both the student and the 

university will gain in the future if universities follow this scale. 

 Firstly, the student who starts getting information about his career while he is still 
studying in the university will have more chances to success in his future more than 
the candidate who learns things only for the sake the university. For example, the 
pharmacist who studies practical subjects as well as theoretical subjects will have 
more advantages to find a job in laboratories or medical factories other than the 
pharmacist who taught the theoretical subjects only. Thus, this example illustrates 
clearly the merits graduates could gain from learning knowledge and skills needed 
in their workplace during university study. 

  Secondly, not only students will have benefits from this way of thinking, but also 
universities. By looking at the previous example of the successful pharmacist, 
families that want their children to be as superior as this pharmacist, will surely ask 
about the university he was graduated from. This proves that universities are 
acquiring good reputation from its excellent graduates. Thus the pros universities 
are achieving can be clearly seen. 

 After analyzing the advantages both students and universities can obtain, it is 
obvious that the sake of university will be achieved faster if they concentrated on 
how to provide graduates with knowledge and skills needed in their future. It is 
hoped that all universities will prioritize the sake of its students than its own. 
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